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A 51-year-ald PepsiCo t*cc< 
live was propelled ut/o the 
center of the Cornelius Gal- 
Lather controversy" Wodne.t- 
. day~Wvhen Gallagher, in a 
speech on the floqv of the 
House of Representatives, ac¬ 
cused him of giving false In¬ 
formation to Llfe/magazine 
with the aim of rfuinln'g Ids 
political career. / 

Cnrtha “Deke”f DeLoach, 
now a PepsiCo wile president 
and dose associate of PepsiCo 
chairman Donald Kendall, was 
accused by Gallagher, a New 
Jersey congressman under in¬ 
dictment by a federal grand 
Jury, of spreading a “tcnrihle 
gruefome lie” aljout Gallagh* 
er's «vife when-DeLoach was a 
top, i(de to FBI director J. Ed¬ 
gar; jlobver, » 


DeLoach, an assistant direr- 
tor of the FBI and an assistant 
to Hoover during his 23-year- 
career with the FBI, left the 
federal agency in 1970 for the 
PepsiCo post in 1 Purchase, 

WHEN TOLD about, Gal¬ 
lagher’s speech, DeLoach 
said: “l won’t dignify the 
congressman’s charges with 
a statement. The congressman 
is under indictment- The facts 
speak for themselves.” 

The 51-year-old New Jersey 
Democrat was indicted last 
week and charged with in- 
co me-tax invasion, perjury 
and conspiracy to help two 
convicted New Jersey politi¬ 
cians evade taxes. 

In his House floor speech, 
Gallagher said Hoover plotted 
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Kiised the Ire of Hoover, “if I 
was interested in my own 
future, . 1 . 

(Lilia;‘her -said Roy Cohn, a 
lawyer friend who was wen- 
connected to the FBI, relaytsl 
that word on behalf of De* 
Louiiln Cohn was counsel to 
«,e Senate investigations Dun 
; n«ttv when the panei was 
headed b> the late Sen. Joseph 
R. MeCaithy. R-Wjs. 

Gallagter said the federal 
indictment M the ‘terrible 
smears” published about lam 
in Ufe magazine were aimed 
at discrediting him when he 
has to run for le-clmion *n his 
ivdiKtrictedarca. 

THE MAJOR PAJOT in a 
iilb7 Lire article that most pro- „ 
pm remember, Gada^uuu saw, 
♦•relates to the alleged remov¬ 
al of Bat ney QBi.en II i oin my 
boose by “Kayo” Ku¬ 

rt / her*,, Life r d*u very close 
tv vwla-, ma a iuut'Oi--- , 
Though that mmundo was 
then*, it was lugged later by . 
saying that O’Brien had died 
of natural causes.. 

Shortly before the Life ui ti¬ 
de, Gallagher said, DeLoach 
i toitl Cohn to warn Gallagher to 
jesign from Congress because 
’‘lie's not going to last more 
than a week after the story 
hits.'* , 

Gallagher’s voice broke as 
he claimed that Life writers 
wore told the following stoty 
by DeLoach: 

“My family were nothing 4 
but pigs. Whether I believed it 
or not, f)ic FBI had ‘incontest- 
able’*** proof that Barney 
O'Brien died in my house. 
Rather than allqw the terrible 
scandal to my family to be¬ 
come public, I would resign. If 
I did not resign from the Con¬ 
gress, the FBI and its captive 
writers were prepared to go 
beyond the story hinted at be¬ 
fore. 

“DELOACH THEN said t at 
Barney O’Brien died In my 


own bed, ’He had a heart at¬ 
tack while lying next to Gal- 
lagher’s wife* and that ’when 
Gallagher learned of this he 
rushed home from Washington 
and called Konigsberg to re¬ 
move the body/ And DeLoach 
added that if I dtd not quit the 
Congress, this story would ap- 
jK-ar In a future Ksue of Luc 
magazine,” said Gallagher. 

“That outrageous, appalling 
statement by DeLoach is a 
greater lie tnan any man has 
the right to whisper about an¬ 
other,” sard Gallagher. 

Gallagher’s wile, Christina, 
sat m the gahety With their 
daughters, Chris,' Patrice, 


aganst him because he ref* 

help the FBI dii-ector (lndicatw ™ q ' #i 
hr a feuti w.th thea*ben. Itob- noW3 p Cjpar city and state.) 
ertF. Kennedy, 

Gallagher said the FBI tried 
to “blackmail and inlimidatri _ , a „ 

me” into faking sides with Iff}. fe [lx.£K 
Hoover in the dispute with De--^ 1 ' e 1 !*' ' 

Loach playing key-role. P) £pfr ft h * 

GALLAGHER SAID FBI £/llf p M)J 

harassment began Sn June— b4'7’/^ //A ) Y$t *• ' 

1936, when he refused to get ' 

information from the Justice 
Department that DeLoach ii y 

wanted made public, v xJ' 

Gallagher said he was told , 
to request the documents,, n 

which would have embar- Jf h 

rassed Sen. Robert Kennedy at I rt % 1 
when Kennedy had [ 
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Bridget and Dianne, while the 
congressman spoke. 

GALLAGHER SAID that De- 
Loach must have had the ap¬ 
proval of Hoover “and that 
alone is enough for hit. Hoo¬ 
ver to resign." 

But if Hoover did not know 
of this, said Gallagher, “lie is 
obviously incompetent to run.* 
the bureau and lie should re- j 

Gallagher said that on Oct. 
It, 1962 , when the. body inci¬ 
dent was supposed to have oc¬ 
curred, he and his wife were 
at a political dinner that eve- 
ning and there w«A Photo* 
graphs taken which detriment 
theu* attendance. V 
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